Inflation Rates

1995-Present
	YEAR
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC
	AVE

	  2006
	  3.99% 
	  3.60% 
	  3.36% 
	  3.55% 
	  4.17% 
	  4.32% 
	  4.15% 
	  3.82% 
	  2.06% 
	  1.31% 
	  
	  
	  

	  2005
	  2.97% 
	  3.01% 
	  3.15% 
	  3.51% 
	  2.80% 
	  2.53% 
	  3.17% 
	  3.64% 
	  4.69% 
	  4.35% 
	  3.46% 
	  3.42% 
	  3.39% 

	  2004
	  1.93% 
	  1.69% 
	  1.74% 
	  2.29% 
	  3.05% 
	  3.27% 
	  2.99% 
	  2.65% 
	  2.54% 
	  3.19% 
	  3.52% 
	  3.26% 
	  2.68% 

	  2003
	  2.60% 
	  2.98% 
	  3.02% 
	  2.22% 
	  2.06% 
	  2.11% 
	  2.11% 
	  2.16% 
	  2.32% 
	  2.04% 
	  1.77% 
	  1.88% 
	  2.27% 

	  2002
	  1.14% 
	  1.14% 
	  1.48% 
	  1.64% 
	  1.18% 
	  1.07% 
	  1.46% 
	  1.80% 
	  1.51% 
	  2.03% 
	  2.20% 
	  2.38% 
	  1.59% 

	  2001
	  3.73% 
	  3.53% 
	  2.92% 
	  3.27% 
	  3.62% 
	  3.25% 
	  2.72% 
	  2.72% 
	  2.65% 
	  2.13% 
	  1.90% 
	  1.55% 
	  2.83% 

	  2000
	  2.74% 
	  3.22% 
	  3.76% 
	  3.07% 
	  3.19% 
	  3.73% 
	  3.66% 
	  3.41% 
	  3.45% 
	  3.45% 
	  3.45% 
	  3.39% 
	  3.38% 

	  1999
	  1.67% 
	  1.61% 
	  1.73% 
	  2.28% 
	  2.09% 
	  1.96% 
	  2.14% 
	  2.26% 
	  2.63% 
	  2.56% 
	  2.62% 
	  2.68% 
	  2.19% 

	  1998
	  1.57% 
	  1.44% 
	  1.37% 
	  1.44% 
	  1.69% 
	  1.68% 
	  1.68% 
	  1.62% 
	  1.49% 
	  1.49% 
	  1.55% 
	  1.61% 
	  1.55% 

	  1997
	  3.04% 
	  3.03% 
	  2.76% 
	  2.50% 
	  2.23% 
	  2.30% 
	  2.23% 
	  2.23% 
	  2.15% 
	  2.08% 
	  1.83% 
	  1.70% 
	  2.34% 

	  1996
	  2.73% 
	  2.65% 
	  2.84% 
	  2.90% 
	  2.89% 
	  2.75% 
	  2.95% 
	  2.88% 
	  3.00% 
	  2.99% 
	  3.26% 
	  3.32% 
	  2.93% 

	  1995
	  2.80% 
	  2.86% 
	  2.85% 
	  3.05% 
	  3.19% 
	  3.04% 
	  2.76% 
	  2.62% 
	  2.54% 
	  2.81% 
	  2.61% 
	  2.54% 
	  2.81% 
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Consumer Price Index

1995-Present
	YEAR
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC
	ANN

	2006 
	  198.3 
	  198.7 
	  199.8 
	  201.5 
	  202.5 
	  202.9 
	  203.5 
	  203.9 
	  202.9 
	  201.8 
	  
	  
	  

	2005 
	  190.7 
	  191.8 
	  193.3 
	  194.6 
	  194.4 
	  194.5 
	  195.4 
	  196.4 
	  198.8 
	  199.2 
	  197.6 
	  196.8 
	  195.30 

	2004 
	  185.2 
	  186.2 
	  187.4 
	  188 
	  189.1 
	  189.7 
	  189.4 
	  189.5 
	  189.9 
	  190.9 
	  191 
	  190.3 
	  188.90 

	2003 
	  181.7 
	  183.1 
	  184.2 
	  183.8 
	  183.5 
	  183.7 
	  183.9 
	  184.6 
	  185.2 
	  185 
	  184.5 
	  184.3 
	  183.96 

	2002 
	  177.1 
	  177.8 
	  178.8 
	  179.8 
	  179.8 
	  179.9 
	  180.1 
	  180.7 
	  181 
	  181.3 
	  181.3 
	  180.9 
	  179.88 

	2001 
	  175.1 
	  175.8 
	  176.2 
	  176.9 
	  177.7 
	  178 
	  177.5 
	  177.5 
	  178.3 
	  177.7 
	  177.4 
	  176.7 
	  177.10 

	2000 
	  168.8 
	  169.8 
	  171.2 
	  171.3 
	  171.5 
	  172.4 
	  172.8 
	  172.8 
	  173.7 
	  174 
	  174.1 
	  174 
	  172.20 

	1999 
	  164.3 
	  164.5 
	  165 
	  166.2 
	  166.2 
	  166.2 
	  166.7 
	  167.1 
	  167.9 
	  168.2 
	  168.3 
	  168.3 
	  166.60 

	1998 
	  161.6 
	  161.9 
	  162.2 
	  162.5 
	  162.8 
	  163 
	  163.2 
	  163.4 
	  163.6 
	  164 
	  164 
	  163.9 
	  163.00 

	1997 
	  159.1 
	  159.6 
	  160 
	  160.2 
	  160.1 
	  160.3 
	  160.5 
	  160.8 
	  161.2 
	  161.6 
	  161.5 
	  161.3 
	  160.50 

	1996 
	  154.4 
	  154.9 
	  155.7 
	  156.3 
	  156.6 
	  156.7 
	  157 
	  157.3 
	  157.8 
	  158.3 
	  158.6 
	  158.6 
	  156.90 

	1995 
	  150.3 
	  150.9 
	  151.4 
	  151.9 
	  152.2 
	  152.5 
	  152.5 
	  152.9 
	  153.2 
	  153.7 
	  153.6 
	  153.5 
	  152.40 


The Consumer Price Index (CPI-U) is compiled by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and is based upon a 1982 Base of 100. The government chose an arbitrary date to be the base year and set that equal to 100, the previous the base year was 1967. 

A Consumer Price Index of 158 indicates 58% inflation since 1982. The commonly quoted inflation rate of say 3% is actually the change in the Consumer Price Index from a year earlier. 

Let us assume for the sake of simplicity that a basket consists of one item and that one item cost $1.00 in 1982. If today that same item costs $1.85 the index would stand at 185.0 of course a group of items would work the same way.
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	Current Inflation Rate
1.31%
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